The very final example of the book concerns trends. If you know how something is changing over some short time period, you can make the situation seem much more extreme by projecting the trend into the future and coming up with some headline−grabbing prediction. An increase of, say, a percent in the rate of some disease over the last ten years can be converted into an epidemic of biblical proportions if you just predict that the trend continues unchanged for long enough. Of course, there may be no particular reason to believe that the trend will continue, but in the meantime, you have got your headline and the media have their scare story (see Editorial trends in this issue of Plus for a current example).
"How to lie with statistics" is entertainingly illustrated with original cartoons, and written in a clear and easy style (Huff was a professional author who had done postgraduate work in statistics, rather than a professional statistician trying to preach to the non−numerate). It is short − 128 pages and that includes illustrations − so you can easily read it at a single sitting. And it could be one of the most valuable investments of £6.39 (from Amazon UK) and two hours of your time you will ever make.
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You can buy the book and help Plus at the same time by clicking on the link on the left to purchase from amazon.co.uk, and the link to the right to purchase from amazon.com. Plus will earn a small commission from your purchase.
